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FOREWORD

This collection has been over two years in gestation. We started with an
extremely ambitious vision, to cover not only the very early origins of
corpus linguistics (in works such as that by Zipf, Herdan, and Firth) but
also the recent global spread of corpus activities in many languages, under-
taken for various different purposes and applications.

However, during the period of preparation, we were gradually forced
to accept that, despite the seemingly generous allocation of space in these
volumes, we would not be able to achieve anything like the breadth of
coverage we had envisaged. We eventually realized that the most we could
do would be to provide a sample of some important papers in the field, in
the hope of stimulating the readers’ interest sufficiently to convince them
to pursue the numerous related works mentioned in the references and
bibliographies.




