
TABLE 1. Key Relational Frameworks in Economic Geography and Their Antecedents

Relational Frameworks Key Thematic Concepts Major Authors Spatial Manifestations Antecedents

Relational assets in local and
regional development

• institutional thickness
• traded and untraded

interdependencies
• agglomeration tendencies
• atmosphere and milieu
• social capital

• Ash Amin
• Anders Malmberg
• Ron Martin
• Peter Maskell
• Allen Scott
• Michael Storper
• Peter Taylor
• Nigel Thrift

• new industrial spaces
• industrial districts
• clusters
• learning regions
• Marshallian nodes in

global cities

• evolutionary and
institutional economics

• new economic sociology
• organizational analysis
• urban studies
• political studies of

democracy and social
movements

Relational embeddedness in
networks: social actors,
firms, and organizations

• inter-organizational
networks

• actor networks
• (global) production chains
• hybrid and gender

relations

• Ash Amin
• Peter Dicken
• Meric Gertler
• J.K. Gibson-Graham
• Gernot Grabher
• Linda McDowell
• Jonathan Murdoch
• Nigel Thrift
• Sarah Whatmore

• global-local tensions
• differentiated production

of organizational space
• path dependency
• hybrid geographies and

multiple trajectories

• new economic sociology
• organizational analysis

and management studies
• poststructuralism and

feminist studies
• science and technology

studies

Relational scales • geographical scales as
relational constructions

• social relations as scalar
constructs

• rescaling and
reterritorialization

• Neil Brenner
• Kevin Cox
• Bob Jessop
• Jamie Peck
• Neil Smith
• Erik Swyngedouw

• scalar geographies
• politics of globalization
• urban and regional

governance
• social regulation of local

labor markets

• geography
• sociology
• institutional analysis



TABLE 2. A Typology of Relational Geometries and Their Different Configurations

Constituents of Relational
Geometries

Examples in Economic
Geography

Properties Loci of Power and Control

Actors and actors • production and commodity chains
• business and ethnic networks

• complementarity
• specificity
• interconnectedness
• interdependency

• associational mode

Actors and space • firms in territorialized industrial
systems

• new industrial space

• complementarity
• indivisibility

• constitutive mode

Actors and institutions • norms, conventions, and “rules of
the game”

• “worlds” of production

• complementarity
• specificity
• indivisibility
• interdependency

• regulatory mode
• empowerment mode

Micro-macro structures • places, city-regions and the global
economy

• local labor markets and global
production networks

• complementarity
• specificity
• indivisibility
• interconnectedness
• interdependency

• constitutive mode

Action and structures • consumption and gender relations
• commodification of nature

• indivisibility
• interconnectedness
• interdependency

• regulatory mode
• empowerment mode


